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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

* If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply wHhin the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Offtce later than three nrwnths after t he mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-29 are pending. 



2. 



Claims 1, 11, 12, 17, 21, and 24-25 are amended 



3. 



Claims 1-29 are rejected. 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

4. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Antony 
Bolante (Premiere 6.5 for Windows and Macintosh: Visual Quickstart Guide). 

In regard to claim 1 , Bolante discloses a method for editing an media file 
comprising one or more media segments, using software designed for use on a general- 
purpose computer, the software having a graphical user interface comprising a cursor 
and an iconographic timeline indicating different locations within the file, the method 
comprising (Pg 9 Paragraph 4: Bolante discusses using Premiere for editing digital 
video, audio, still images, and text (which are all considered media files) on a desktop 
computer; Pg 16 Paragraph 2: Bolante discusses operating systems to run the program; 
Pg 23 Paragraph 1 lines 3-4: Bolante discusses the graphical representation of media 
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clips arranged in a timeline window; and Pg 24 Figure 7.5 and Paragraph 1: Bolante 
shows and discusses the user interface and cursor associated with Premiere): 

receiving from a user interface signals corresponding to positioning tiie cursor 
over the timeline in a position corresponding to an endpoint of a media segment (Pg 24 
Paragraph 4: Bolante discusses moving the pointer (or cursor) within the timeline to the 
outpoint on the right edge of the clip. The outpoint is considered the endpoint); 

receiving from the user interface signals corresponding to grabbing and moving 
the endpoint within the timeline (Pg 24 Paragraph 5-Pg25 Paragraph 2); 

providing audio scrubbing of the media segment together with and corresponding 
to the movement of the endpoint (Pg 1 Paragraph 1: Bolante discusses seeing an 
effect right away by scrubbing; Pg 2 Paragraph 2 line 2-3: Bolante discusses scrubbing 
on the timeline outputs video and audio; andPg 3 Paragraph 5); 

and changing the length of the media segment in response to the movement of 
the endpoint within the timeline (Pg 24 Paragraph 5 - Pg 25 Paragraph 2). 

In regard to claim 2, Bolante discloses the method further comprising displaying 
an iconographic affordance indicating available directions for moving the endpoint (Pg 
24 Paragraph 4 line 2: Bolante demonstrates and shows the trim out tool where the 
pointer (or cursor) changes to the image shown). 
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In regard to claim 3, Bolante discloses the method wherein the affordance 
comprises an arrow (Pg 24 Figure 7.5: Bolante enlarges a view of the trim out tool 
which contains arrows as shown in the Figure). 

In regard to claim 4, Bolante discloses the method wherein an iconographic 
representation of the endpoint changes to indicate whether the segment length may be 
changed (Pg 25 Paragraph 2: Bolante inherently shows that the endpoint changes to 
indicate whether the segment length may be changed by switching between a folded 
edge and a normal edge. When the edge is folded, the user knows that the endpoint 
cannot be extended any further. When the edge is not folded the user knows that the 
endpoint can be extended). 

In regard to claim 5, Bolante discloses the method wherein the iconographic 
representation of the endpoint comprises squared edges to indicate that the segment 
has been trimmed (Pg 25 Paragraph 2: Bolante discusses that when the clip cannot be 
extended any further a folded corner is displayed on the edge. This inherently shows 
that if the endpoint had been shortened from its maximum length, then the folded corner 
would not be present and a squared comer would indicate that the endpoint had been 
shortened). 

In regard to claim 6, Bolante discloses the method wherein the iconographic 
representation of the one or more endpoints comprises rounded edges to indicate that 
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the segment has not been trimmed (Pg 25 Paragraph 2: Boiante discusses that when 
the clip cannot be extended any further a folded corner is displayed on the edge. This 
inherently shows that if the endpoint had not been trimmed then it would be full length 
and display a folded corner to indicate that it had not been trimmed). 

In regard to claim 7, Boiante discloses the method further comprising: displaying 
representative frames corresponding to the audio video segment endpoint (Pg 25 
Paragraph 1: Boiante discusses using edge viewing which displays the current edge 
frame). 

In regard to claim 8, Boiante discloses the method wherein the media file is an 
audio/video file (Pg 9 Paragraph 4: Digital video is well known in the art to be an 
audio/video file because it can contain both audio and video). 

In regard to claim 9, Boiante discloses the method wherein the media file is an 
audio file (Pg 9 Paragraph 4). 

In regard to claim 10, Boiante discloses the method wherein the media file is a 
video file (Pg 9 Paragraph 4). 
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In regard to claims 1 1-20, Computer readable medium claims 1 1 through 20 
correspond generally to method claims 1 through 10, respectively, and recite similar 
features in readable medium form, and therefore are rejected under the same rationale. 

In regard to claim 21, Bolante discloses a graphical user interface for a media 
editing program executed by a general purpose computer, the graphical user interface 
comprising (Pg 16 Paragraph 2: Bolante discusses the operating systems that run the 
program which inherently shows the use of a general purpose computer; and Pg 24 
Figure 7.5: Bolante shows the user interface): 

a cursor (Pg 24 Paragraph 2: The selection tool is considered a cursor); 

an iconographic timeline, wherein the cursor may be movably positioned along 
the iconographic timeline (Pg 23 Paragraph 1 lines 3-4: Bolante discusses a timeline 
window graphically representing clips of the program arranged in time; and Pg 24 
Paragraph 1 : Bolante discusses using the default tool and positioning it at a clip edge in 
the timeline); 

an iconographic illustration of one or more endpoints of a media segment, the 
endpoints being located along the timeline, wherein the cursor changes appearance 
when positioned proximate an endpoint of the media segment to indicate that a length 
of the media segment may be changed (Pg 24 Paragraph 2 - Pg 25 Paragraph 2: 
Bolante discusses the tool changing when placed on the edge of a media segment and 
also discusses the edge of the media segment displaying a folded comer when the 
edge cannot be moved out any further) 
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and an audible feedbacl< mechanism corresponding to contents of tfie media 
segment at a location of the cursor, whereby audio scrubbing together with and 
corresponding to movement of the endpoint is provided (Pg 1 Paragraph 1: Bolante 
discusses seeing an effect right away by scrubbing; Pg 2 Paragraph 2 line 2-3: Bolante 
discusses scrubbing on the timeline outputs video and audio; and Pg 3 Paragraph 5). 

In regard to claim 22, Bolante discloses the graphical user interface wherein the 
cursor changes appearance to an arrow indicating one or more directions in which the 
endpoint of the media file may be moved, the movement of the endpoint corresponding 
to a change in the length of the media segment (Pg 24 Paragraph 2-5). 

In regard to claim 23, Bolante discloses the graphical user interface wherein the 
iconographic representation of the one or more endpoints changes to indicate whether 
the segment length may be changed (Pg 25 Paragraph 2). 

In regard to claim 24, Bolante discloses the graphical user interface wherein the 
iconographic representation of the one or more endpoints includes squared edges to 
indicate that the segment has been trimmed (Pg 25 Paragraph 2: Bolante discusses 
that when the clip cannot be extended any further a folded corner is displayed on the 
edge. This inherently shows that if the endpoint had been shortened from its maximum 
length, then the folded corner would not be present and a squared corner would indicate 
that the endpoint had been shortened). 
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In regard to claim 25, Bolante discloses the graphical user interface wherein the 
iconographic representation of the one or more endpoints includes rounded edges to 
indicate that the segment has not been trimmed (Pg 25 Paragraph 2: Bolar\te discusses 
that when the clip cannot be extended any further a folded corner is displayed on the 
edge. This inherently shows that if the endpoint had not been trimmed then it would be 
full length and display a folded corner to indicate that # had not been trimmed) 

In regard to claim 26, Bolante discloses the graphical user interface further 
comprising: at least one representation of media corresponding to the endpoint (Pg 25 
Paragraph 1: Bolante discusses using edge viewing which displays the current edge 
frame). 

In regard to claim 27, Bolante discloses the graphical user interface wherein the 
media segment is an audio/video file (Pg 9 ParagraphA: Digital video is well known in 
the art to be an audio/video file because it can contain both audio and video). 

In regard to claim 28, Bolante discloses the graphical user interface wherein the 
media segment is an audio file (Pg 9 Paragraph 4). 

In regard to claim 29, Bolante discloses the graphical user interface wherein the 
media segment is a video file (Pg 9 Paragraph 4). 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-29 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

6. Further, applicant believes that Bolante fails to disclose providing audio 
scrubbing of the media segment corresponding to movement of the endpoint. 

The examiner disagrees. 

Bolante discusses the ability to see an effect right away by scrubbing and further 
discusses how settings can be changed to provide audio feedback along with scrubbing 
within the timeline. The timeline of Bolante invention deals with editing and 
manipulating segments of media files. Included in this timeline is the ability to trim 
segments of the media file and also provides methods for scrubbing within the timeline 
in order to find a precise location within the media file (see rejections of independent 
claims above for reference locations). 
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Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas S. Ulrich whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1397. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 9:00 - 5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on 571-272-4048. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Nicholas Ulrich 

6/12/2007 
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